Juan Fregoso <juan.fregoso@lacity.org> 



CD 13 Burlington Apartments Update 

1 message 


Juan Fregoso <juan.fregoso@lacity.org> Fri, Aug 17, 2018 at 2:12 PM 



Dear Neighbor, 


As promised at our July 31st meeting, Councilmember O’Farrell spoke with Burlington Apartments owner 
Lisa Ehrlich and her representation. He provided her the same amount of time as he did with you. 

He addressed the issues and concerns the tenants brought up in our meeting regarding the rent increases 
and the conditions of the building. Ms. Ehrlich indicated that the rents have not been raised in nearly a 
decade despite increased operating costs. She stated that she doesn’t want to see people evicted and 
wants to continue renting to those residents on strike, but that there will be a rent increase per previous 
discussions with the management. 

Those tenants interested in in staying at the Burlington Apartments should contact the property manager 
directly and pay back rent for the missed payments. Please be advised that the property manager is only 
allowed to discuss the offer with tenants directly and no other outside representatives or legal counsel. 

This situation is particularly challenging. The ability of our office to provide assistance is limited because this 
building is not subject to the Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO). It is further complicated by the fact that a 
choice was made to stop paying rent back in March. This “rent strike” makes it a dispute between two 
private parties preventing us from intervening further. 

If you feel you are not being adequately represented by legal counsel, I would strongly encourage you to 
seek alternatives. Several organizations are able to provide assistance, such as Bet Tzedek 
(htt ps://www.bettzedek.Or g/T I also have a list of other organizations I could send you should you request 
them. 

The councilmember believes everybody should have safe and clean housing. If there is an issue at the 
building, you are encouraged to file a complaint with the Housing, Community and Investment Department 
of the City of Los Angeles (HCIDLA) ( https://hcidla.lacitv.Or g/T You may also call 1-866-557-RENT(7368) 
or file a complaint online at htt ps://hcidla.lacitv.or g /livin g -safe-conditions . You may also continue to contact 
me directly at (213) 207-3015 so I can help you through the process with the Housing Department. 

I am available to schedule a call or a meet with you should you wish to discuss further. 

I will be calling everyone who attended the meeting and provided a call back number. 


Estimado Vecino, 










Como se prometio en nuestra reunion del 31 de julio, el concejal O'Farrell hablo con la propietaria de los 
Apartamentos Burlington, Lisa Ehrlich, y su representante. El le proporciono la misma cantidad de tiempo 
que el le dio a todos ustedes 

Se dirigio a los problemas y preocupaciones que los inquilinos nos dijeron en nuestra junta con respecto a 
los aumentos de renta y las condiciones del edificio. La Sra. Ehrlich indico que las rentas no se han 
aumentado en casi una decada a pesar del aumento de los costos operativos. Ella declare que no quiere 
ver a los inquilinos desalojados y quiere continuar alquilando a los residentes en huelga, pero que si va ver 
un aumento en el las rentas. 

Esos inquilinos interesados en alojarse en los apartamentos de Burlington deben ponerse en contacto 
directamente con el mayordomo y pagar la renta que deben por los pagos atrasados. El mayordomo solo 
puede discutir la oferta directamente con los inquilinos y no con otros representantes externos o legales. 

Esta situation es particularmente desafiante. La capacidad de nuestra oficina para proporcionar asistencia 
esta limitada porque este edificio no esta sujeto a la Ordenanza de estabilizacion de alquileres (RSO). Se 
complica aun mas por el hecho de que se tomo la decision de dejar de pagar la renta en marzo. Esta 
"huelga de alquiler" lo convierte en una disputa entre dos grupos privados que nos impide intervenir mas. 

Si siente que no esta representado adecuadamente por un abogado, le recomiendo que busque 
alternativas. Varias organizaciones pueden asistir, como Bet Tzedek (https://www.bettzedek.org/). Tambien 
tengo una lista de otras organizaciones que le puedo enviar si la necesita. 

El concejal cree que todos merecen tener una vivienda segura y limpia. Si hay algun problema en el 
edificio, por favor envle una queja al Departamento de Viviendas, Comunidad e Inversion de la Ciudad de 
Los Angeles (HCIDLA) (https://hcidla.lacitv.Or g/L Tambien puede llamar al 1-866-557-RENT (7368) o 
presentar una queja en el siguente sitio web (htt ps://hcidla.lacitv.or a /livin a -safe-conditions L Puede 
continuar a comunicandose conmigo directamente al (213) 207-3015 para que pueda ayudarle a traves del 
proceso con el Departamento de Viviendas. 

Sinceramente, 


MITCH 


O'FARRELL 
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